IRENE WARD, M.P.

If peace in the future is to be assured, we all are agreed that
we must fight Germany with all our power.

Whatever may be demanded of us we will do. But I am
bound to say that with the prospect of every kind of sacrifice
being demanded of us and of the peoples of many countries,
how right Mr Chamberlain was to count well the cost and
explore every avenue to maintain peace before the final
decision was taken. The world fabric of our modern civiliza-
tion has been destroyed, but not lightly. Though I wish I
could now write 'finis', one recognizes that the selfsame
ideal, that of a lasting peace, inspired the creators of the
Versailles treaty, and that one would make no contribution
in the mere reiteration of a platitude. I must have the courage
to face and examine at any rate some of the methods for
achieving a world without war, an ideal which will be
fiercely supported by thousands of well-intentioned men and
women when the time comes, after victory has been achieved.
And let me state at once that whatever may be decided in an
endeavour to ensure permanent peace in the future, there
must first of all be a decisive victory over our enemies. What-
ever the cost, however long the time, no peace aims will be
possible of achievement without a decisive and crushing de-
feat of the evil personified in those fighting against us.

My duty, as I see it, is to fight the German people of to-
day, not the German people of to-morrow. The Germany of
to-day is responsible for the evil that has fallen on the world;
the nation that has produced the Nazi machine and then
allowed it to wreck modern civilization cannot escape in-
dictment. Indeed, their behaviour on sea and in the air de-
stroys, in my view, the last vestige of pretence that we are only
at war with the Nazi regime. If the older generations in Ger-
many know of the frightfulness of the modern German war
personnel and regret it, we must remember that in Germany,
even as in this country, the youth of to-day is the generation
that will be in control when peace becomes possible.

So many of the plans for peace are, I think, stillborn be-
cause they cannot possibly work in practice. But even so, one
can still visualize a world, or shall I say a Europe, in which
Germany and Russia can and will play their parts in main-